CONSTITUTION OF THE ORONO EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Preamble



We, the members of the Orono Education Association, Education Minnesota, national 
Education Association, and the American Federation of Teachers, believing that the active 
participation of non- supervisory licensed education personnel, in the development of 
educational policy is essential for the sound education in a democratic society, have joined 
together, as herein defined in the Constitution and Bylaws, for the purpose of exerting a 
collective and positive influence on the education at Orono Schools, Independent school district 
278.



Orono Education Association shall provide a united voice for public education, 
leadership in education innovation, dedication to Minnesota students and families, and an 
unwavering commitment to the welfare of our members.



Orono Education Association shall be a local organization that provides unstinting 
professional service to its members by building and maintaining a strong, effective local and by 
promoting instructional advocacy.  Orono Education Association shall be committed to 
democracy in the workplace and within the organization.



If any provisions of this Constitution and Bylaws conflict with or violate the Constitution  
and Bylaws of Education Minnesota, NEA, or AFT, the provisions of the state and national 
organization shall supersede those contained herein.
Article I.  Name


The name of this organization shall be the Orono Education Association (OEA).

Article II.  Purpose

The objectives of OEA shall be to:

1. Serve all teachers of Independent School District 278 as exclusive representative whenever such authority exists in accordance with M.S. 179.61-179.76 Public Employee Labor Relations Act.

2. Promote the improvement of public education.

3. Encourage teacher involvement in political activity.

4. Improve the professional, economic, social, and civic status of its members.

5. Establish and maintain an on-going public relations effort within the teacher ranks and the community.

6. Represent its members in collective bargaining with School District 278 and to process grievances.

Article III.  Affiliation
OEA is affiliated with the Education Minnesota, the American Federation of Teachers and the National Education Association in accordance with the provisions of the constitution and by-laws of these bodies.  Individuals will be members of Education Minnesota, the American Federation of Teachers, and the National Education Association.  OEA is also affiliated with and a representative to the appropriate MetroWest UniServ Unit.

Article IV.  Membership
Section 1:  Membership in the Orono Education Association shall be in accordance with the Constitution and Bylaws of Education Minnesota, NEA, and AFT.  No one shall hold office in the Orono Education Association who is not an active member of Education Minnesota, NEA, and AFT.  The membership year shall be September 1 through August 31.
Section 2:  OEA shall not deny membership to individuals on the basis of race, creed, national origin, or sex.  The OEA shall be apportioned according to the one person/one vote standard and ethnic-minority members shall be guaranteed representation, at least in proportion to their membership in the OEA.

Section 3:  Membership in OEA shall include full affiliation and shall include all services and responsibilities of OEA and its affiliation.  Membership shall also be considered continuing, subject only to resignation or termination as stated in the By-laws, article IV.
Section 4:  Payment of annual dues as described by OEA Policy shall constitute membership.  Members whose dues payments are delinquent shall be terminated from the membership in accordance with the Education Minnesota constitution and bylaws.

Section 5:  Resignation shall be in written form.  There shall be no refund of local, state, national, or UniServ dues.  Resignation shall be automatic should the member leave the employ of District 278.

Section 6:  No member may be removed from office, censured, suspended, or expelled from membership without the right of a due process hearing which shall also include the right of appeal as described in the Education Minnesota constitution and bylaws.

Section 7:  All election for OEA Officers shall be conducted under open nomination and secret ballot procedures.

Article V.  Officers
Section 1:  The officers of this association shall be President, President-elect, Past President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 3:  Officers shall begin their terms at the close of the school year as provided in Article VII of this Constitution.  Officer vacancies which occur during a term of office shall be filled by appointment of the Executive Committee, except the office of President which shall be filled by special election.
Article VI.  Executive Board
Section 1:  The Executive Board shall consist of the President, (and President-elect, and Past President, if applicable), Secretary, Treasurer, UniServ Representative, any person serving on the Education Minnesota State Board of Directors or UniServ Board, and one representative or their designated alternate from each building. 
Section 2:  The Executive Board shall be responsible for establishing policies and conducting the business of the Association, approving all expenditures, unless previously budgeted, reporting its transaction to the members, and submitting agendas for consideration by the general membership.

Section 3:  Each member of the Executive Board will have a single vote.  In the event of a tie, the President will cast the deciding vote.

Section 4:  The Executive Board shall meet on the call of the President or a majority of the Executive Board Members.

Section 5:  A quorum must be present for Executive Board Meetings.  A quorum shall be one-half of the number eligible for membership for Executive Board membership.

Article VII.  Elections of Officers/ terms of Office
Elections of Officers

All elections shall be governed by applicable state and federal laws.


1.
Each member must receive at least 15 days notice of the procedures and deadlines 



To file as a candidate for the election, and the date, time and place of the 



election.


2.
There shall be an open nomination process for all elections.


3.
Every member must have a fair and equal opportunity to participate in the election 

without unreasonable impediments.


4.
voting must be by secret ballot.


5.
In a contested election, candidates must be allowed to station observers at the 


polling places.


6.
Representatives of the competing candidates should be allowed to observe, but 


not actually participate in counting of ballots.


7.
The used, unused, and challenged ballots, the envelopes used to return ballots, and 

other documents related to the election should be safely stored for one year in 


case there is a challenge to the election.

8.
No union funds may be used to support any candidate.


9.
The union should comply with reasonable requests to distribute campaign 



literature at the candidate’s expense.


10.
Candidates have the right to inspect the membership list once within 30 days prior 

to the election.  No candidate can have preferential access to the list.

11.  
All elections of officers will take place in accordance to the OEA voting guidelines found in the Bylaws, article VI.

12.
If there is only one candidate for a position, the election for the position may be 


waived and the candidate declared elected.  In order to waive such an election, a 


reasonable period of time must have been provided for nominations and there 


shall be no provision allowed for write-in votes for any election.

Terms

Section 1:  The President shall serve (be elected to) a term of two years beginning at the close of the school year.  


Section 2:  The President-elect will serve one year in that office and then two years as President.  
The President-elect will begin service in odd numbered years.  

Section 3:  The Past-President will serve a one-year term after the expiration of his/her term as 

President.

Section 4:  The Secretary will serve a two-year term that coincides with the two-year term of the 
President, and will begin duties on August 1.



Section 5:  The Treasurer will serve a two year term that coincides with the last year of the 
President’s term and the first year of the incoming President’s term.  The Treasurer will be 
elected in the same year as the President-elect and will begin his/her duties on August 1.

Section 6:  Building Representatives and alternates will serve a two-year term.
Article XII.  Parliamentary Authority
The latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern OEA in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this Constitution and any special rules of order which OEA may adopt.  A parliamentarian may be appointed by the President.

Article XIII.  Amendments
Section 1:  An amendment to this constitution may be introduced at any membership meeting.

Section 2:  The Executive Committee shall bring to the general membership meeting any proposed amendment to this Constitution submitted in writing by any member in good standing.  

Section 3:  A written copy of the proposed amendment and a ballot will be distributed to all members within two weeks of the initial proposal.  A two-thirds (2/3) majority of those voting shall be required to adopt the amendment.

Amendments:

Amendment 1:  This constitution shall include preamble in the OEA constitution as required by 
Education Minnesota guidelines.


Amendment 2: This constitution shall include general guidelines for officer elections, as required 
by Education Minnesota.
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